
The New Testament Basis for Our Authority    

 

[1]  Christ gave his followers authority over sickness, disease, and the demonic before  

they went out on mission.  The NT gives no indications that either Christ or the Father  

later withdrew this authority from the followers of Jesus, so we conclude that it is still  

just as available to his followers today as it was back then.  

Matthew 10:1, 8    1 Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority  

over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind  

of sickness…  8 “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely  

you received, freely give. 

Luke 9:1-2 And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and authority over all the 

demons and to heal diseases. And He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to 

perform healing.  

Luke 10:9, 17  [He sent out the Seventy, with these instructions] …heal those… who are sick,  

and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’  [They later returned, saying]  

“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” 

 

[2]   Christ gave us a great measure of authority when he said, “Truly, I say to you, whatever  

you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed  

in heaven.” Mat. 18:18. This is a tremendous promise, to be used wisely and decisively. We have 

the authority to bind and silence unclean spirits in the name of Christ. The Holy Spirit can show 

us how to address spiritual strongholds of all kinds. Get to know the power of binding and 

loosing and you will be able to help many people.  

 

[3]  Late in his ministry Christ prophesied to His followers that after he went to the Father, 

“greater works than these shall you do…”  (John 14:12). The Greek word translated ‘works’ 

here, usually refers in John’s Gospel to miraculous signs that authenticated Christ’s mission and 

message.   ` 

See John  5.20, 36;  7.3, 21;  9.3;  10.25, 37;  14.10-12;  15.24  for examples. This Scripture list  

|is from the authoritative Bauer / Arndt / Gingrich N.T. Greek Lexicon, 1979 edition, page 308, 

which notes that this word refers to “the deeds of God and Jesus, specifically the miracles” also 

referencing Mat. 11:2;  Acts 13:41;  Rev. 15:3. 

Let us pray that Christ would give many opportunities for this prophecy to be fulfilled  

through his followers, even us. Let us step out of the boat and be willing to minister to the sick 

and afflicted. 

Continued…. 



 

New Testament Authority cont’d.  

 

[3]  Paul’s revelation of authority included: 

[A]   God in Christ defeated all evil principalities & powers, stripping them of power:   

“When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having 

triumphed over them through Him.”  Col. 2.15  (NIV reads, “…triumphing over them by the 

Cross”  and NLT reads, “He shamed them publicly by his victory over them by the Cross of 

Christ”). See also Hebrews 2:14 which speaks of Jesus, that “through death He might render 

powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.” 

[B]  Christ was raised from the dead, and is now at God’s right hand, with all things now under 

his feet, indicating complete and total authority.  “These are in accordance with the working of 

the strength of His might, which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the 

dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet…”     Eph. 1.19-23 

[C]  We are seated together along with Christ, in the heavenlies, Eph. 2.4-6  “ 4But God, being 

rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5even when we were dead in 

our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and 

raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus…” 

Paul’s revelation in 2B shows Christ, seated with the Father, exercising Kingdom authority. Then 

in 2C we see that we sit with Christ, alongside the Father, sharing in Christ’s victory, authority 

and current reign over all principalities, powers and everything that can be named. This is a 

most powerful word picture.  

 

We may use this shared authority according to the will of God, the mind of Christ, and the 

leading and enabling of the Spirit. Meditate on the passages on this page, and the Holy Spirit 

will give you revelation of our delegated authority, which we may use to set the captives free, just 

as the followers of Jesus did in NT times. 

 

 

Study written by Bruce Gordon, Multiplying Freedom Ministries 

https://multiplyingfreedom.com/  -   multiplyingfreedom@gmail.com 

https://multiplyingfreedom.com/

