
The Prayers of Paul (adapted by Bruce Gordon) – Inspired by the revelation of the Holy Spirit, and prayed by the man that Christ 

chose to establish and build up the Church in hostile and unreached regions. His unique perspective and revelation of Christ and the 

Church makes his prayers a very deep source of input for our own prayers. These prayers are the will of God for us; let us pray them and 

believe for them.  The more you pray these, the more you will want to. 

The following examples show one way to adapt the prayers of Paul for yourself & others. They are intended to be used to spice up your 

usual translation, and give you ideas to adapt as you pray your own prayers and declarations. Adapt the pronouns so that you can pray 

them for yourself, your church, family, ministries, etc.   

Take these adaptations as a springboard to elaborate, paraphrase, linger over, repeat phrases, to meditate, to move into worship and 

prophesying to ‘call the things which be not as though they were’ and more.  The Holy Spirit will show you how to adapt these and make 

them your own. We shall start with what I call The Big Classic Prayers of Paul: 

Eph. 1:17-19  Father, fill me up with the Spirit, full to overflowing, so that I am full of wisdom, insight and revelation. 

Help me to experience you more deeply, powerfully and intimately than ever before. Light up my heart so that I am full of 

hope, an expectant faith-filled hope. Set me on fire with excitement as I understand all that I have inherited, just by 

knowing Christ, and help me to experience the power of the Spirit as never before, so that I can set captives free, and 

enforce your will on earth as it is in heaven   [pray this for others as well] 

Eph. 3:14-21    Father, strengthen + energize me by your Spirit’s power, filling me up with the presence  
and power of Christ. Set my roots down deep in the love of God, helping me to do everything in love,  
and help me to know + experience and lavishly share Christ’s love. Give me a huge revelation of God’s ability and eager 
willingness to do way more than I can possibly ask or imagine, and of the amazing power that lies within me, so that God 
is glorified wherever I go by the way I live.     
 

Philippians 1:9-11  I pray that I’ll always will be filled and overflowing with your love,  
so that I can always see the most excellent way to speak and act, always choosing what is best,  
living in a way that is faultless and pure, showing the character of Christ, so that people can see  
that the way of Christ is the most beautiful way to live. 
 

Col.1:9-12  Oh God, fill me up with a full knowledge of your will, with perfect wisdom, understanding and  
revelation from the Holy Spirit. Help me to live a life that pleases you, accomplishes your will in every way, showing the 
power of the Spirit by never giving up or losing heart, filled with thanksgiving and the joy  
of the Lord. 
 

1 Thess. 5:23-24  Dear Lord, help me to be holy as you are holy, so that I am obviously not my own,  
but belong completely to God, and live completely for God. Purify me in my thoughts and feelings,  
words and actions, so that when Christ returns, I will have nothing to fear at his glorious appearing. 
 
2 Thess. 1:11-12 In the name of Jesus, I ask to be always fully equipped, completely fulfilling my calling,  
living a life that is worthy of the name of Jesus and the Kingdom of God. I ask that every good idea  
and desire that comes out of my heart from the Spirit be fulfilled, and that everything that I do  
that is inspired by the Spirit be abundantly blessed. Then I will have my deepest desire fulfilled,  
that the beautiful name of Jesus be lifted up and glorified, so that all peoples follow and worship Him.  
 

These six I have elaborated on – try praying one a day, along with different translations or versions, experimenting with 

them in different ways. Be creative and see how God blesses you !    
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